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MEMORANDUM 
 

 

  TO:  Board of Commissioners 

    Upper Moreland Township 

 

  FROM:  Anton Kuhner, P.E. 

    Joseph DeSantis, P.E., PTOE 

 

  DATE:  June 11, 2020 

 

  RE:  2020 ARLE Grant 

    York Road (S.R. 0611)\Davisville Road (S.R. 2042) 

    York Road (S.R. 0611)\Easton Road (S.R.0611\County) 2009) 

    Traffic Signal Improvements 

    McMahon Project No. 806056.11 

 

McMahon is providing this memo in regards to the 2020 ARLE grant application period.  PennDOT is 

now accepting applications for projects through July 1, 2020.  Based upon coordination with PennDOT 

and in conjunction with the Stations at Willow Grove project, PennDOT suggested operational 

improvements at the intersections of York Road\Davisville Road and York Road\Easton Road for 

improved operation and coordination with the SEPTA rail crossing. The Township had received a 

grant for these improvements under the 2018 Green Light Go Grant; however, in May PennDOT 

withdrew the grant due to funding shortfalls related to Covid‐19.  Our office recommends submitting 

an ARLE application for the same improvements. 

 

Specifically, PennDOT identified the following improvements for consideration by the Township: 

 

 Physically connect the controller at the intersection of York Road and Easton Road to the adjacent 

traffic signal at Davisville Road.  Currently, the intersections are connected via spread spectrum 

radio. 

 Physically connect the controller at the intersection of York Road and Easton Road to the train 

controller. 

 Implement a train pre‐emption phase at York Road and Easton Road to clear northbound traffic 

from the tracks. 

 Modify controllers at both intersections to include additional safety features for connection to the 

train crossing (i.e. gate down circuitry, test switch, etc.). 



‐2‐ 

 Addition of a pedestrian crossing on the western leg of Davisville Road. 

 

It was estimated by PennDOT that the improvements could cost in the $200,000‐$300,000 range.  It is 

also our understanding that JG Petrucci has provided $40,000 towards the Township match for the 

project.  This is in addition to the traffic impact fee that was determined for the development. 

 

If the Township desires to move forward with the submission of an application, the following items 

will need to be prepared\completed: 

 

 Preliminary scoping form submission to PennDOT District 6‐0 Traffic Unit 

 Update detailed cost estimate 

 Completion  of  a  funding  commitment  letter  by  the  Township.    A  resolution  is  not 

required. 

 Preparation and submission of the online application by July 1, 2020. 

 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss further, please feel free to contact me.   
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UPPER MORELAND TOWNSHIP, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
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EAC Report to the CDC June 11, 2020 
 

The EAC met by zoom on June 11, 2020.  We had decided by email conversation to purchase 
50 copies of the book Nature’s Best Hope by Doug Tallamy.  This book talks about how 
important it is for people to plant native plants in their yards in order to help create habitat for 
wildlife, since so much of our natural areas have been turned into malls, businesses, and 
housing developments.  The books have arrived and we decided to give several copies to the 
library, one to each commissioner, the township manager, and Parks and Rec.  The rest of the 
copies will be given out at events we will eventually hold.  We agreed on a bookplate to put in 
the front of each book stating that it is from the EAC (see below). 

The Fair Oaks basin plan was brought up and we are happy that virtually all the plantings 
are native plants and that a number of them are suitable for bird habitat and foraging.  We 
appreciate the opportunity to comment on this plan early on.  We hope we will also be able to 
see the final plant list before plants are ordered.  If possible, the EAC would also like to hold an 
event at the park for both ground breaking and for the opening of the finished project in order 
to highlight the Bird Town aspects of this project. 

We do have a few comments on the Fair Oaks basin project: 
1. Why Norway spruce? 
2.  Need good diversity of oaks. 
3.  Is the particular variety of elm proposed near the playground one with deep enough 

roots to be safe? 
 

A lot of our meeting discussion centered on making the EAC more visible to township 
residents.  Perhaps our page on the township website could be more obvious. Right now it 
seems like someone would have to know about the EAC in order to find us on the website.  
Our own Facebook page might also be useful. 
We would also like to partner with the school district and individual schools for events and to 
help with any type of environmental education or projects. 
Partnering with surrounding townships to help them establish their own EACs and do joint 
events could help with more public outreach as well. 

It was also brought up that the township might partner with surrounding townships to 
hire an animal control person.  The EAC could then help with educational outreach on 
suburban wildlife or other relevant topics.  

I am working on entering information in to the Sustainable Cities website but there are a 
lot of questions I need help with.  Would it be possible for me to email questions to the 
appropriate township staff?    
Thank you. 

Courtesy of upper Moreland township 

environMental advisory CounCil 

 

share the Knowledge 


